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Moichchhakatika is a ten- act 
Snskoil dama attpibuted to sudaka 

an ancient playueight usho possbly 
foon the sh eentuoy Cf and who 

tderntfed by the praoltque as a (Kehalbiyg 
King as wel as a devolee of adhiva who ved 

ton above 110 yeay. The ploy is set in the 
aunciert erty o ufjayini dunúng the neigh ot the 
king falaka, Meagi the end of the Pöadyota 
dyndsty that mode up the fut quagten of the 
h Centusy BeE.The Gentral stcay is that of 
a nobe but mgovished yung Prahmin, Sansksit 
Caeudot. asho falls in Joe ouith a weathy 
Castkesan 09n nagowadhu. Sansket: Vasantasena 
Desgihte their muiual offeelion, hougen the. Ccupet 
ves and loe ae thyectened shen a vulgn 
Coutie, Savthanaka, akso krowN 0s shakana. 

beins to agpessively puNe Vasartasena. 

\hehe may be some Conneeion betueen 
the nome of the playciht and his backonaund 
ht tes s -the ostgy ot hú anteedens and 
OUNCe. eordrosuy on otherallse, the ange and 



depth of the play suggest that he had 
aiderasuy ima�inakion and was well aeauoined 
h sanskot unitings otti peniod , apout trom 
being wooll-versed in the nih leauing that anciett 

is knouwn fogm. 

opouen 



e wtth nomace, Comeby 
intoigue and a politicol 
Subjlot detaling-the. oven 
thatow of the et's despotic nulen 
by a shephend. he play is nodable 
among ertant Saskeüt dhama fon tb 
focus on a fetional Seengio qahen than o& 
clabscal 4ole legand. Mouchehhokatika also 

dleponts feom traoditions enumenated inthe 
Netya hastna that. Specity thot dnamas shol 
foeus an he lives of the noblly and instead 
incHpoades may peokant chovoclens usho sjaok 
o wide carge of rokoit dalesks . The toay is 
thaught to be deomkd trwm an eolien wm 
Calld chovudatda in Posexty by the playasvigid 
ehasa. though thot wonh Awuies ory 

a 

trognats of all te Sankyit dnonas. 
Maichchhokatika memains one oft the most 
oitely celenated and oten- pebfoeumed 
n the wet. The wok ployed a siqntficant 

Sole in qenerating interes Yn Indiah theatne 



Euopean CIdíeneR 
-Allulng SeEnVal suCGessful rúneteerth certuy 

pantlatföns and stage poducltons, most, noably 
Gencd de Neval and Joseph Me's hrghy 
gtomayt ieised foench adaptotfon 4ted Le 
chatot d'entart that paemiened in paais Ön 1850, 
wll as a Gdttealy aeclaimed "anonehist'Snterçqoelats 

vedon ovoACand called le choot de ternae 
ouike that wes produeed te eh by the Theotoe 

as 

intenest ån Tndicn theotrae 

b 

de 'CEavne in 1R05 

unlike othen elaasieal plays in sandkait 
the play does not boyoouw foom epics o 

i 

The chaaedens ot &udoka age drawn toom 
Hte mundane wtid A ts peopled uith gamblens 
Grustesans theieves and so on. That praotoqoniuH 
of te play, chaoduta does not belorg 

Vauwtasen� is a eouteaD. hen"exempby 
obtude ond dignifted behowÍCn umpneSS the 
udtence The noblty of the chanaetens 
inc) rot dlefn trom thetm gdoeáal eondtoninq 
but toom thetsn vigdues and oehaviu. 
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OF THE 

MRICHCHHAKATTKA 



TRADITIONSIN ANCIENT 
SANSKRIT DRAMA 

elay án sanskoit is divtded indo ua Knds- thusinya' 
and Shoavgt: Dushyo' meahs sometungthat eon 

be seen oy ashoon on the othen hand, whoavya 
eanbe heasd Ch pokenDsamaoinas 

the 'deichya' cotegoy.Dramasartksul is garoyly 
ealled 'aupak' . Aeeonding-to Bhaata Munt 
Nadyoshastd , a bnupak hastharee chief elemeht 
-Vostuie. Pot; ela'i.e. the herao'and 'nasa' on 
Sendimen. 

undel 

STAGES TN AN ANCIENT 
SANSKRIT PLAY 

Cke the ive act shokespearean 
play the. onient sanskelt doama also has ive majsm 
stoges but -they coe teomed dienerty.These ase: 
c9ambi cn beining. 'yotn' cn eftosit, praaptyasha 

Ch expetatfon G? accompishrnent, hiyodapBt on 
ahiesement thoough eliminaaion ohuntls and, 
pabgam ogn the find attainment of 
the desiened objeot. 



THE AUTHOR OF MRICACHHKATIKÁ 
Shudaoka is Hbgquthgg of the ploy 

he pyoloqgue to Moichehhakotika mertiobs 
Aim asa qeat Ving and asehdon uith tocuagh 
knouledge t-he vedos. le olso tonained, 

eleghands and peofoemed the ashulamedha' 
yanja tle died at the age of 100 yeu. Howewen, 
hene oe no hstaieal. necagnds to pnove thot 
thene ever as a king named ahudraka. Thene 

ondy iderasy sefernences. 

The 

SETIING 
Place &- Uijagini 
Time &- pynobable sth Cerdaay IBe. 

PLOT 
Ihe play has eomplex plot." The poineipal c 

ukhyo plot & that ot ehoiudutia ondVasantsena, 

e Seeonday on 'parasungik plot Coneenns 
King palako °and Anaya. 

cn 



RASA OR SENTIMENT IN 
SANSKRIT DRAMA 

Thene may be eight ogn núne kinds of 
Satint on'A Soúrngeen' hasya ;kasun,yout 
Vece. boyarak Vibhals' and '&dihut.one qinicn 
ithat the Túdh aa'is the absenee of al the othere 
'1sas'e. ishanl'. Ih Whichchhdatka the ponineat 

naaa is daingai oceompaníkd by blBo of 'kaun' and 
The tnanqulaton Seene' hag the ' Vibhats' 

Sentimert. 

MALE AND FEMALE 
PROTAGONISTS 

Nalyashastna speaks abaut taem kinds ot hernos -
dheepodal' dheelalt;heenshant and dheeraddhat. 

Chauhutta in Meichohhakotika is a'dheenshant hero ie. 

he is palient and ealm dn al 8ttuatons 
he heoine on 'haytko'Can be one of the thoee 

|Kinds -Suakiyo' i.e the heno'3 on oite 'pakeya' 
Smebody eses wite, cn samanya'ie, a Comnon 

Woman. Vasartsena in Myichehhakotika 

ananya'. 



TEN ACTS OF THE PLAY 
logtun Ryde'S trandlaton :The Litle clay Cat) 

.The Gemg 0e Left behind 
a.The dhampooen aho Gambed 
3. The tole inthe wll 
4. Madanik0 ohd shaevala 
5. The stogtm 
Glhe Suwapping of -the Pulloek cavts 

B The sirangling of Vasantsena 
9.The Tpid 
10. 

THEMES 
faventy and nbaliy 
Nongotive of love 

Pensonal nelations 
Condemçonasy 6ocial Condtons 
Regnoy'and and eomnon nan 

The End -hephy ends uth an epilayee. 

Postion o women 
Romanee leormedy 



CHARACTERS 
Mojn Chanaclens 

Visansena (femalelead)-a Cardesan eharttl chvucuba (pastagonist)- on impovenished 
Prahnin. 

Maineya (Chawududa 8 Ahiend)-o poon enahnin. &amstharaka lkakema (antaqorvt}-a Cudier, 
king Palaka's brther.-in-low. 

Mince Ch¡gactens 
Palaka -neigning king tongaka- prine 

in exile, deposes Palaka Dhuda chagudltos uife. 
Rchosena-choudutya on Vandhamanaka 
Chavuduto's servant, Modarika -Vasansenats 
Conficont and maid aöeNnt. 
Rancantka- Vasantsend's moid Servant,eheta sam 
stharakas seAnt shavilako-a Pgahnin thicf 
|Mathuga- a gunbling den masteo <Qamahaka--a 
gombler , vio- samhanako3 frierd, 

choaatens 
Vhoka, chandandka -Caplains ot guands: Groha 
Ahirta -executionend, kanpunokos k 
kumbrnloko -Vosortseno'& derlants.Dondunar 

|a gounblee, judge,ele. 

olhten 



PROLOGUE AND SUTRADHAR 
The anien Sanskait plays began wth pologuo.-n 
intlal prager Called 'nandi' was nectedThe ópesken 
of the polbgue is ealled the dautnocho. tHe als) ngrdions 

the audhon of the play1he prdogtue on'prasavana' may 
be ethen 'paPochana' on "amukh'.Tn the 'amukh'the 
Sudradhan taks uith one of the chagaelens. 

An aneient Sarykeit play has fivetoBen oes. 
he doge neeR nemains emphy. At the end of the ply 
apayerlbeneVojenee. is chanted .IH is ealle 'bhan 
Vakya" The death of the heo is neveR slhoun 
ondhge Iin fot ancient sanskoit plays never endod in 

tragedy 
IT IS PRAKARAN NOT A NATAKA 

Atonding to the ancient Trdan theatrical únéija) 
a prakaan has an cndinosny noble oiizen aa 

psqonit but he beons söthe highelt tindu. 
Castes. 1t is an inventedostoly. an he dthen 
hand. a notaka mest hove a goeat King 

podogonist. IHs theme is takeH trom 



CRITICAL NOTE ON 

THAT PARTICULAR 

MRICHCHHAKATIKA/ 



Moichchhokatika onlhe Ltle dlay Coat s 
ncienk anskelt play umlen by ingburoko 

Upyini) in ound 3nd tentusy Ab.H ione of 
he"odest of all the so fon knan Sanskoit 
plys in Jndian Lenadune. Concerning the lile 
he dale and the veny idenltty of the outhon 

Sudnoka, we oë Cuviouy ignonart .Nb oter 
wHR is aSOúbed to him 4and we have no 
dived infcamalion aboul Aim #:ll dote beyond 

Ahe Semeswhat fanciul and exgenaed Ra chatements in the padtbgue of this p 
Suody thene one many tales , shich cuten abot 
the rone f king Sudnoaka but none ofthem faund 

foon sepaesents him as an authon.A few yegns 
book the oge and even the authohip of hispoy 
iOS UIeSotain .Hhen the uerpecBed discoveny 
the poys of hasa provided us wth neuw data ånd 
bgid Jight do the dama ehaoudata whose 
erbiged dnd eompleted vgRsíon Maichchakatia 
Seen to be. 

Maachchhakotika ds one of the most 
Harras prokagaras ie play whose plot o 
po, deziyed fyom the histcy and 
pody isa ceatin of the atthon's 
udt of the oneient Trndia that is not 



sed onthe epie matei 
and ás tull. of nasealg.t is nafwial 
that sudnaka Should i-Choose fon 
the expreSlÍon of matblens aso divernse that 
upe o drnama which qives the gneatest 
sope to the audhon's eneative pouwen.thi ye 
i the do-ealed "doama of invendion "a eakego 
euniously dubogdinaBed in India to the henoie 
dnama, the plot of which fulfils he [pintt of 

Hihe doama of invention, ag defined by the kanskoit 
Canons of damauogy 

freoonding to its psolague, Sudnoka 
uR3 o hchotiya king of Some Courdoy bnave and 
odsome in oppeasaree Knouing Riqvesa,6amaveda 
ad mathenalics. He knew the aot of rnegaonding 
Cotesans and the sience of training elopharts 

wasa 

03 o doyotee of lond siva nd had paofosumed 
the fisomedha 58elfice. Theroeat died at the 
ripeage of hundred yeoos and ten cws day 
Jue -tö lock of infonion,focs and'evideneed 

the authonship of thi play is ostil unegotain 
Tlhee, nay theroes, phevatliny abot 

the same, but none of therm Could 
be eonsidened gelioble. 



klidas- the groce of poelry 'and havobhuti 
the masten, of eloquenee" a9e-fasn moge 

intnndely allied in spioit thah is ethen of them 
whthe audhon of woichehhokattka.kalidas and 
Bhuabheti ane Hindus of the Hnàus the 

sakurhala lotlen Aes of Romna cautd, haw beeh 
adlen thouhere savein india.bu sudaaka, alone 

dn the long line of Tndich dramatists. 
At the aéome time,the ploy hag ehoonoeten! 

csho ane eak ambitfous indívtduals.They 
|diven by tthe uoge to ueceed and wield poüen 

án theigl ld .it does not matte shetthern they 
adopt foin n utaon means án the punsuit ofthen 
goals , since monaty tonoms is nct theirtey 
poinds Boroungy afew suchos ehoudattathe peopke 
inte ploy bean ebembhnee to ondinaguy mosdals 
ghven t plenADe of the Aesh.B eich, they 
indulge in vices such as gambling it pon hey 
break the gules of the ood and onob ayloy sast 
do lies and hat-uh, cheatvindle. 



We notice in ttis Tndia, o fufledged e 
e ortth a king the eoust. Judieiooy , trodes 

sovonts. lave .omong o cohole. Vaoieh of Site & 

aosuits ineluding eoncubings doing bçsiness and 
ootesans entertaing clients in tlt view cf the 

sodely at Joge the plonight sudnaka 
Os ensuned that the aefon of-tte pay 

leonfined n the main-to such a city os the one 
Jdeseibed but uuhich at the 5ome ime akes it 

boaders ineplaatfors teom the neaoby 
Vdloges and fonests "the iteltme ot the 
Uold ot ponspershy and eomttyt. In the next 

Seaon.. uue shall ook at the hemotie. 
uthness in Mrichahatstla 
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Vosantsena , o Hindi fi<m oy a 
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choprna in 1958. 
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